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Acute oesophageal necrosisTo the Editor,
I readwith great interest the article by Drs. Day and Sayegh enti-
tled “Acute eosophageal necrosis: a case report and review of the
literature.”1 The authors cite our previous work2 in their extensive
list of analyzed cases but do not refer to the fact that it was the
largest review of the medical literature to date.
Acute oesophageal necrosis (AON) or “black oesophagus” is a rela-
tivelyyoungmedicaldisorder.FirstendoscopicdescriptionofAONdates
back to 1990,3 years after autopsy studies have revealed an unusual
pigmentation of the esophageal mucosa.4 Since that time, members
of the endoscopic community have becomemore akin to the diagnosis
andwewere able to gathermore insight into its pathogenesis and clin-
ical course. Case reports followed by prospective and retrospective
studies5,6 have shaped and continue to deﬁne the AON syndrome.
Drs. Day and Sayegh did a thorough job collecting the latest clin-
ical cases described in the literature but I think that our previous
study provides detailed insight into the AON syndrome and should
have been acknowledged to the readers as more than just a case
report.
Conﬂicts of interest
None declared.DOI of original article: 10.1016/j.ijsu.2009.09.014.
1743-9191/$ – see front matter  2010 Surgical Associates Ltd. Published by Elsevier Lt
doi:10.1016/j.ijsu.2010.04.004References
1. Day A, Sayegh M. Acute esophageal necrosis: a case report and review of the
literature. Int J Surg 2010;8:6–14.
2. Gurvits GE, Shapsis A, Lau N, Gualtieri N, Robilotti JG. Acute esophageal necrosis:
a rare syndrome. J Gastroenterol 2007;42:29–38.
3. Goldenberg SP, Wain SL, Marignani P. Acute necrotizing esophagitis. Gastroenter-
ology 1990;98:493–6.
4. Etienne JP, Roge J, Delarivierre P, Veyssier P. Esophageal necrosis of vascular
origin. Sem Hop 1969;45:1599–606.
5. Ben Soussan E, Sovoye G, Hochain P. Acute esophageal necrosis: a 1-year
prospective study. Gastrointest Endosc 2002;56:213–7.
6. Augusto F, Fernandes V, Cremers MI, Oliveira AP, Lobato C, Alves AL, et al. Acute
necrotizing esophagitis: a large retrospective case series. Endoscopy 2004;36:
411–5.
Grigoriy E. Gurvits*
St. Vincent’s Medical Center/New York Medical College,
Department of Gastroenterology,
153 West 11th Street, New York, NY 10011, USA
* Tel.: þ1 212 604 8325; fax: þ1 212 604 8446.
E-mail address: g_gurvits@hotmail.com.
17 April 2010
Available online 24 April 2010d. All rights reserved.
